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Governor Launches Watershed

Fourth Graders Join Governor in
Kickoff event in Salt Lake City

SALTLAKECITY--"We'regoingto
haveabetter Utah becausewe're
willingtoget out andwork to protect
our watersheds,” proclaimed Utah
Governor OleneWalker, asshe
kicked off the Governor’ sWatershed
InitiativeNovember 24, 2003.
Theinitiativecalsforworking
towardimproving 25riversandlakes
throughout thestateover thenext year
(http://adoptawaterbody.utah.gov/
imparedg.htm). Thetop 25isspread
out throughout thestateandincludes
streams, rivers, lakesand wetlands.
Thegovernor alsoasked Utahn’ sto
pitchin.“We' regoingtocall on
volunteersacrossthestatetoget
involvedinthesewatersheds; tohelp
protect them, tocleanthemup, and, in
somecases, to plant trees.,” aspart of
the Adopt-A-Waterbody program
(Seerelated story on page 3).
Speaking to agroup of 4" grade
studentsfrom Jackson Elementaryin
Salt LakeCity, Walker said“thisismy
watershed andit’ syour watershed

Bill Damery, Utah Division of Water Quality, demonstrates how ground water moves
and how people use ground water to Governor Walker and 4th graders from Jackson
Elementary School.

Initiative
Adopt-A-Waterbody Highlighted as
Major Part of Governor's Initiatve

too.” Sheurgedthestudentsandall
Utahn’ stogettoknow their
watersheds. “ Certainly if we
improvethewatershedsinthis
state, it will makeit abetter place
tolive”

A watershedisan areaof land
fromwhichall water drainstothe
samelocationsuch asastream,
pond, |akeor wetland, thegovernor
explainedinmuchtheway a
teacher would. “Weshouldall call
themlifesheds, becausewithout
themwecouldnotlive,” sheadded.

WhiletheGovernor didnot go
intodetail about every way the25
riversand lakeswould beim-
proved, shedid outlinesomeof her
publicinvolvement goal sfor the
initiative. Sheplansto:

o |eadanefforttodoublethe
number of Adopt-A-Waterbody

See "Governor"
on page 2

The Adopt-A-Waterbody program provides support and recognition to volunteers
taking care of Utah'srivers, stream, lakes, reservoirs, wetlands and aquifers

Now isthetimeUtahn’'s. Governor
OleneWalker wantsyoutohelp
achieveher new WatershedInitiative.
(Seethestory ontheinitiativeonthis
page).

Oneof theprioritieswithinthe
Governor’ sWatershed Initiativeisto
doublethenumber of Adopt-A-
Waterbody groupsinUtahinayear.
Adopt-A-Waterbody isacommunity-
focused programthat encourages
volunteer groupsto adopt stretchesof
rivers, lakes, wetlandsor evenground

water aquifersandtakecareof them.
Adoptinggroupscanincludeschools,

See "Adoption”
on page 2
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"Governor"
continued from front

groups(http://
adoptawaterbody.utah.gov).

® Encourage4™teachersto
teachabout watershedsand water.
Sherecommendsteachersusethe
Utah Officeof Education sponsored
set of lesson planstitled The Search
for theWater Cycle.

o Usetheexisting TakePridein
Utah programto promotecleanup
and conservationvolunteer projects
throughout thestate.

®  Recognizegroupswhichhave
adoptedwater bodiesandclaim
victory for cleanerandhedlthier
watersheds.

e Encourage4"gradersandall
Utahn’ stoanswer fivekey questions
about watersheds:

1. Whatisawatershed?

2.  Whereismy watershed?

3.  Howhealthyismywater-
shed?

4. Wheredoesthewater go?

5. What canl do?

“1t’ smy goal toprovidefor cleaner
riversandlakes,” Walker toldthe
students.

Cary Peterson, Utah Commis-
sioner of Agricultureand Food, said
that Utah’ sforested watershed areas
havealready | ost 60 percent of their
aspengrovesthat act asfiltersto
cleansethestate sair.

Thisisagreatinitiativeby our
governor,” Petersonsaid. “1 com-
mend her. She' sonthe samepageas
our Presidentwhoislookingat
hedlthy forests.”

Becauseof devel opment, road

construction, harvestingandfire,
therearealot of watershed areas
near water bodiesand upland that
needtreesplanted. TheGovernor
suggested that volunteerscanbevery
hel pful withthisimportant part of the
initiive.

DianneNe don, executivedirector,
Utah Department of Environmental
Quality, saideducationisthekeyto
thesuccessof theinitiative.

“All of youcanmakeadifference,”
shetoldthestudents.

AndtheGovernor and her cabinet
membersexpect to makeadifference
inwatershedsthroughout thestate.
Butalongwithvolunteers, thestateis
lookingtolocal agenciesand organi-
zationstoleadlocal watershed
improvement efforts.

“Thisinitiativewill beagrest
benefit for watershed managers
throughout thestate,” said Jeff Salt,
chairman of the statewideWatershed
CoordinatorsCouncil andexecutive
director of the Salt Lake County
Audubon Society. “ Thisisgoingto
begreat newsfor rural watersheds,”
Salt added.

Peterson stressed theimportance
of continuedstronglocal leadershipin
watershed planningandimprovement.
TheUtah Association of Conserva
tionDigtricts, local soil conservation
district supervisors, county Extension
agents, and Natural Resources
Conservation Serviceemployeesat
thelocal level aregoingtobevery
importantinthiseffort.

TheGovernor calledonher
cabinet members, Peterson, Nielson,
and BobMorgan, Utah Department
of Natural Resources, toreporttheir
progresstoherinayear.

Governor Walker standswith Utah Commissioner of Agriculture Cary G. Peterson and
three students from Jackson Elementary during the Governor's Water shed Initiative
kickoff at the Memorial House in Memory Grove, Salt Lake City.

"Adoption” continued
from front page

Utah Governor Olene Walker and Bob Morgan, executive director, Utah Department
of Natural Resources, confer at the map of 25 focus areas.

churches, scoot troops, civicgroups,
families, andindividuas. Accordingto
theGovernor, volunteerscan makea
real differenceinawatershed.

“Itismy goal toprovidefor
cleaner riversandlakes, Walker said
inlateNovember, asshekicked off
thefourth element of her Walker
Work Planwith 4" grade students
fromJackson Elementary in Salt
LakeCity.

Walker challengedthefourth
graderswithher andall Utahnsto
adopt anearby body of water.

“We' regoingtocal onvolunteers
acrossthestatetogetinvolvedin
thesewatersheds; to help protect
them, to cleanthemup, and, insome
cases, toplanttrees.”

Oneof themainelementsof the
Governor’ sWatershed I nitiativeisto
doublethenumber of Adopt-A-
Waterbody (AAW) groupsby this
timenextyear. Currently thereare
about 40 activegroupsthat adopt a
body of water by picking uptrash,
clearingweeds, plantingtreesand
other vegetation, monitoringthe
quality of thewater and educating
their neighborsabout how to prevent
water pollution.

“Thisisagreat opportunity to
enhanceaprogramthat hasbeen
aroundfor 10 yearsand, at thesame
time, providereal helptoUtah's
water resources,” said Jack Wilbur,
Utah Department of Agricultureand
Food. Wilbur, alongwithAAW
coordinatorsfromtheUtah Division
of Water Quality, Utah Department
of Natural Resources, and Utah State
University, managestheprogram.

TheGovernor hasal so picked 25
watershed areasin Utahtofocuson
thisyear. Shewantsnew groupsto
signupineach of thoseareas.

Adoptinggroupswill receive
technical assistanceif neededto
completetheir project(s), recognition
fromthestate, ass stanceattracting
mediacoverage(if requested by the
group), and, insomecases, funding
topurchasematerialsneededto
completeaproject.

For moredetailedinformation
about the Adopt-A-Waterbody
program, log ontotheweb site: http://
adoptawaterbody.utah.gov. Alsosee
the AAW story onthenext page.

Utah
Watershed
Review

Utah Watershed Review isa
publicationof theUtah Department
of Agricultureand Food, incon-
junctionwiththeUtah Divisionof
Water Qudlity.

Utah Watershed Review is
funded by agrant withtheU.S.
Environmenta Protection Agency
under Section 319 of theClean
Water Act, and by theUtah
Department of Agricultureand
Food.

Newdletter editor ............... Jack Wilbur
Editorialreview.............. GeorgeHopkin

Editorialreview............... MikeReichert

Story/ideasubmissions, com-
mentsand requestsfor additiond
copiesshouldbedirectedtothe
editor: Email--
jackwilbur @utah.gov.
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Jacobson Honored with Quate Award

UACD 55thAnnua Convention

Utah’ sconservationdistrict
supervisors, staff and partners
|earned about thecompl exity of Utah
water issuesat the55th annual
UACD ConventionNov.13-14,
2003,inSt. George. Titled“The
Politicsof Water,” theconvention
featured Larry Anderson, director of
theDivisionof Water Resources,
who presentedthestate’ splanto
providewater toagrowingurban
population.

JohnWilkins-Wellsof Colorado
StateUniversity sharedcommon
mythsabout agricultural water use
andwater conservation. Participants
asoheardfromGary Mast, National
Associationof ConservationDigtricts,
who said NACD isworking hard to
represent districtinterestsin Wash-
ington,D.C.

Oneof thehighlightsthisyear for
many peopleassociatedwiththe
conservationdistrictandagricultural
water programs, wasthepresentation
of theGraham S. QuateAward. Kyle
"Jake" Jacobson, supervisor of the
soil conservation programsof the
Utah Department of Agricultureand
Food (UDAF) and administrative
officer fortheUtah Soil Conservation
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Utah Commissioner of Agriculture and Food, Cary G. Peterson (right), presents the award to Jacobson (left) and his
wife Annette (center), at the 55th Annual UACD Convention in &. George in November 2003.

Jake hasworked for UDAF since
1972 andwiththeconservation
districtsfor the past 22 years. Jake

commissionwashonoredfor his
outstanding servicetosoil conserva
tionprogramsinUtah.

and hiswifeAnnette, havesix adult
childrenandeightgrandchildren.
TheyresdeinKaysville.

Adopt-A-Waterbody Web Slte/Program gets Facelift

Utah Governor OleneS. Walker
has adopted the Adopt-A-
Waterbody (AAW) program. Now
AAW hastoquickly shineinitsnew-
found spotlight.

Adopt-A-Waterbody hasbeen
around for about 10 yearsasa
programthat recognizesthevol unteer
water stewardshipeffortsof individu-

shoreby planting vegetationor
repairingatrail/water accesspoint.

* Monitor thewater quality of a
body of water by conducting physi-
cal, chemical or biological assess-
ments.

* Cleanuptrashfrominthewater
and along the stream bank or shore-
line

The
Governor s

Watershed
Initiative
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~ Adapt-A-Waterbody

als, familiesandgroupsof al kinds Educational projectsandevents
throughout Utah. will alsoberecognized asAdopt-A-
Inthepasttheprogramhaswaited Waterbody Watershed Education Adopit-A-Waterbody (AAW) is an innovative conmuity iavols

for groupstoapply. Atthat point the
stateissued acertificateof apprecia-
tion. That wasit. Onceinawhile

Programs. Theseeffortswill not
count towardthegoal of doubling
thenumber of Adopt-A-Waterbody

program designed to benefit Utab's water resources snd be rewarndisg
educational For the volumeer groups involyved. A parinorship of thro
egencics directs the program. [ includes the Utah Department of

Enviropmental Quadity, the Utsh Department of Matursl Resources, |
the Ltah Diepariment of Agriculbare and Food. [n addition, Utk Stal
Limiveraity Waler (haalily Exiersion provides local coordination and

statefundwereprovidedfor groups, but they will berecognized e S woer ool oition, Intaiiag. shd fevirifion
proj ects. Sometimes, groupre- withspecid certificatesand publi- Wiy Adont 7
queStedteChnICd assistanceto GZ&jIOCdIy mhﬂlf‘;‘mhﬁym umiles a variety of valuniser gros

completetheir projects. Butthestate
commitmentwasminimd.

TheGovernor'sWatershed
Initiative, announced Nov. 24, 2003,
changesall that. TheGovernor has
askedthat the Adopt-A-Waterbody
programdoublethenumber of
adopting fromthenumber of groups
currentlyinvolvedinprojects.

Adoptinggroupscan:

* Restore astream bank or lake

Another mgjor differenceinthe
AAW programthisyear isthat the
sponsoring agenciesandtheir
partnerswill offer morecoordination
andassi stancetovol unteer adopting
groupsthaninthepast.

For moreinformationonthe
program, or other aspectsof the
Watershed Initiative, visittheweb
gte, http://
adoptawaterbody.utah.gov.

bip:Yadoptnwaterhodby utah. pos!

(hroughout the state to work loward one parposs; to protect and enh:
thee: wabers of the beamtilal state o LHah

The program’s goals are lo:
= Promote water odacalbon sciivities.
* Encourage partnerships involving private groups and public
» Advocate pollution prevention iheough personal stewandship
P eets,
s Acknowledpe the waler quality education/mprovement effanl:
indrvidizals and yroups.

‘Whe Can Adopt and Where?

Amy imdividual or group can adopt a public surfsce or growsd water
rescarce, such ss n lake, posd, stresm, wetland, or squifer. Some of 1
types o groups alresdy invelved in the program includs individuals;
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Water Fair Fun at Initiative Kickoff

Not all the4thgradersfromJacksonElementary  throughoutthestate. adoptawaterbody.utah.gov. The Adopt-A-
necessarily know much or caremuch about state For moreinformationabout water education Waterbody pagehasall theinformationindividuas
politics. Very few 4th gradersdo. But about 65 opportunitiesandtofind partner web sites, log or groupsneedjointheprogram. Click onthe
fourth grade studentswere happy to bepart of a ontotheAdopt-A-Waterbody/Governor'sWater-  Governor'sphototolearnmoreabout lessonplans
political eventinlateNovember. shedinitiativepage: http:// andother partsof theWatershed I nitiative.

Stateandlocal water agenciesheldamini water
fairjust for thegroup from Jackson Elementary as
part of thekickoff of the Governor'sWatershed
Initiative. Whilethechildren sat patiently through
thepolitical speechesthat kicked off theyearlong
focusonwatersheds, they really seemedtoenjoy
thesixinteractivestationsthat took themthrough
lessonsabout thewater cycle, wetlands, surface
water pollutionand ground water pollution.

Eachof theactivitiesdemonstrated duringthe
kickoff event areavail abletobedemonstrated at
water fairsandinclassroomsthroughout thestate.

Parti cipating agenciesat thekickoff included the
Utah Department of Natural Resources, Divisionof
WildlifeResourcesand Divisionof Water Re-
sources, theUtah Department of Environmental
Quadlity, Divisonof Water Quality, Utah Depart-
ment of Agricultureand Food, Utah StateUniver-
Sty Extension, Utah Society for Environmental
Quality,andtheLiving Planet Aquarium. Many
locd partnersincluding soil conservationdistricts,
Extensionand Natural ResourcesConservation
districtsal so provideclassroomdemonstrations

Above: Andree’ Walker, Utah State University, demonstrates the surface water
model to students. The kids have fun pretending cocoa powder, drink mix powder
and soy sauce are soil, fertilizers, road salts and oils.

Left: Governor Walkers looks on as students learn about the water cycle. With this
model, students learn are precipitation, condensation, evaporation and other
elements of the water cycle.

Below: Gabrielle Morey, Utah Division of Wildlife Resources, talks to the students
about some of the plants and animals that live in Utah's wetlands. She also explains
how wetlands can filter out pollution from water. The kids even got to touch a live
garter snake.
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